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Thank you, Dr. Burks.  Good morning, everyone. 
 
And congratulations to the graduates.  I am honored by Dean Burks’ invitation to speak to you today.   

 
Being with you brings back many memories for me – especially of my med school graduation in 1974 – 
hard to believe that was 45 years ago. 

 
I wish you the very best in whatever lies ahead for you.  My career has been one surprising thing after 
another.  May you also have many happy surprises. 

 
It is a real pleasure to bring you greetings on behalf of the University of North Carolina System – 17 
institutions, and almost 300,000 students, staff and faculty across our state. 

 
For most of your med school experience, I was your dean, but as you may have heard, I graduated early.  
It’s nice to be back.  I am very proud of each of you! 

 
And thank you to the staff and faculty of UNC Medicine, for all you do every day to make this one of 
America’s finest medical schools. 

 
I am pleased to recognize my friend and mentor, Dr. Charles Sanders, who is with us today.  Dr. Sanders 
is an extremely accomplished physician leader who has supported this med school in many, many ways 
– including as a member of the Board of Trustees of UNC – Chapel Hill and chair of the Board of UNC 
Health Care. 

 
He is an eminent cardiologist, and his career has included being president of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and leadership positions in the research pharmaceutical industry, culminating in his being CEO 
of Glaxo, based here in North Carolina. 

 
He has provided copies of this short booklet, “On Being a Physician,” by his friend, Dr. Roman DeSanctis, 
of Boston.  You will receive it when you come across the stage.  It conveys some core beliefs about 
doctoring – a joyous profession, which you should embark upon with enthusiasm.   

 
Medicine requires us to be nice to people, treating them with respect.   There are lots of ways to make a 
difference as a physician.  You don’t have to be a Nobel Prize winner to be an outstanding doctor (but if 
you win a Nobel Prize, that’s great too!). 

 
Congratulations, again!  Enjoy this day!! 


